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of Practice

Dear Colleagues,

We are pleased to share with you Newsletter #17 of the Scaling Up Community of Practice (CoP).

In this Newsletter, we depart from our past format and focus exclusively on the COVID-19 crisis, a crisis
that confronts the world with problems of a scale and of an urgency rarely seen before. We thought that
our Scaling Up Community of Practice might contribute in a small way by consolidating lessons from our
scaling experience with relevance for addressing these urgent needs, while also beginning the important
process of learning from the crisis response to improve swift and scaled up responses to future crises
and long-term development challenges.

We are very grateful to all those CoP members who found time during these weeks and months of
self-isolation and stress to respond to our call for contributions. What you sent us back is testament to the
remarkable readiness of all of you to respond with energy, imagination and persistence to this global
challenge, with one eye on the immediate task at hand and the other looking to the future. We are proud
to be part of your e! ortin a small way.

We have tried to summarize at the outset a few preliminary take-ways from your contributions. These
cannot do justice to all you have sent us, and we apologize if not everyone is credited in the summary.
We encourage all readers to at least glance across all the contributions, even as you will understandably
focus on those sections most directly of interest to you. There is much to be learned from each and every
one of the contributions and there is much hope and encouragement to be derived from looking across
the great of range of thoughtful and thought-provoking pieces.

As always, we welcome your feedback and suggestions on this Newsletter and, more generally, on the
CoP and its working groups.

With many thanks for your support,
Larry Cooley, MSI, and Johannes Linn, Brookings/R®{D
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